INTRODUCTION
In accordance with the New Columbia Statehood Initiative, Omnibus Boards and Commissions, and Election Transition Reform Amendment Act of 2014, effective February 26, 2015 (D.C. Act 21-07) (referred to as “the Act”), the District of Columbia New Columbia Statehood Commission (the “Commission”) hereby adopts the following By-Laws, effective as of the date and authorized vote in support of its enactment. The Commission adopts these By-Laws for its own governance to promulgate such regulations as may be necessary to carry out its powers and duties. The Commission reserves the right to amend these By-Laws at any point following its adoption. 
ARTICLE I
1.0 COMPOSITION AND AUTHORITY
1.1 Composition. The composition and governance of the Commission is as follows:

a. The Mayor, or his or her alternate;

b. The Chairman of the Council, or his or her alternate

c. The United States Representative for the District of Columbia; and

d. The 2 United States Senators for the District of Columbia

1.2 Authority. The authority and jurisdiction of the Commission are set forth in the Act. Consistent with the Act, the Commission shall take all actions necessary to advance the proposition of statehood. 
1.3 Official Acts. The Commission shall exercise its authority through the official acts of its members taken while the Commission is in session and when a quorum of the Commission is present. 

ARTICLE II
2.0 OFFICERS OF THE COMMISSION
2.1 Officers. The Commission shall be comprised of 5 voting members as follows:

a.  The Mayor, or his or her alternate;

b. The Chairman of the Council, or his or her alternate

c. The United States Representative for the District of Columbia; and

d. The 2 United States Senators for the District of Columbia

2.1.2 The Mayor and the Chairman shall serve as co-chairs of the Commission.
2.2 Office. Newly elected officers shall assume office immediately following their election as officers. 

2.3 Absence. In the absence of the co-chairs in attendance at an official meeting of the Commission, the Chair will fall to the member of the Commission with the longest tenure on the Commission. In the event that two members have the same tenure, whichever member was sworn in first shall be deemed to have the longer tenure. 

2.4 Vacancies. Whenever a vacancy occurs in the membership of the Commission, the vacancy shall be filled in accordance with the Act, and any other applicable law. 

ARTICLE III
3.0 COMMISSION OFFICIAL MEETING PROCEDURES
3.1 Meetings. The Commission can have the following types of meetings:  meetings, working session, roundtable, and hearing. 

a. Regular meetings. Regular meetings,  including the semi-annual meeting of the Commissions held pursuant to the Act, at which a vote may be taken by the Commission. 
b. Working Sessions. A meeting held for the purpose of determining the contents of a measure to be considered by the Commission. A working session is different from a public meeting as in a working session, no votes are taken and no testimony is taken from the public, although the public may attend the working session.
c. Roundtables. A meeting of individuals or representatives of organizations in which people (including Commission members) discuss topics  in order to hear various viewpoints and debate an issue before the Commission in a more informal manner. 
d. Hearings. A public meeting of the Commission held for the purpose of taking testimony concerning business before the Commission. 
3.2 Public Meetings. All public meetings of the Commission at which official action of any kind is taken shall be open to the public in accordance with the District of Columbia Open Meetings Amendment Act of 2010 (“Open Meetings Act”), effective March 31, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-350; D.C. Official Code§§ 2-571 – 2-579) (the “Open Meetings Act”).
3.3 Place of Regular Meetings. The Commission may hold its meetings in the Wilson Building at 1350 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20004 or at such place in the community as may be determined by the Commission. 
3.4 Time of Regular Meetings. The Commission shall conduct a regular meeting at a time designated by the Commission, as required to conduct official business. 
3.5 Public Notice. The Commission shall give public notice of meetings in a manner consistent with the Open Meetings Act. Public notice shall be given at least 48 hours or two (2) business days prior to the time of the meeting, except for emergency meetings, as defined in the Open Meetings Act, showing the date, time, and place thereof, and the proposed agenda. 
3.6 Quorum. A majority of members of the Commission present at a meeting shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of transacting business at any Commission meeting. 
3.7 Meeting. A meeting of the Commission may be called at any time by either of the co-chairs. A majority of the members of the Commission can also call a meeting of the Commission at any time with the consent of either of the co-chairs,
3.8 Voting. Motions and approval or advisory resolutions will be passed upon a majority of members present having voted in the affirmative. In the event of a tie vote, the resolution will fail. Votes shall be recorded for the official record. 
3.9 Parliamentary Authority. Roberts’ Rules of Order, Newly Revised, shall be used as a guide to govern the conduct of business at meetings of the Commission, and any committee authorized by the Commission in all cases in which they are applicable and not in conflict with these By-Laws. 
3.10 Agenda. The order of business for regular meetings is as follows:
a. Call to Order
b. Approval of Agenda
c. Approval of Minutes
d. Comments from the Co-Chairs
e. Comments from the members 
f. Committee Reports
g. Other Presentations
h. Public Comments
i. Action Items
j. Closing Statements
ARTICLE IV

4.0 RECORDS

4.1 Books and Records. Except as otherwise provided for by resolution or as the business of the Commission may require, all books and records shall be kept at the office of the Commission and shall be open for public inspection as required meetings Open Meetings Act. 
4.2 Record of Meetings. Meetings will be recorded by electronic means, except that where recording is not feasible, detailed minutes of the meeting shall be kept,  and maintained as part of the Commission’s permanent records. 
4.3 Minutes of meetings and other records shall be made available to the public is required by the Open Meetings Act.
ARTICLE V
5.0 ADVISORY COMMITTEES

5.1 Advisory Committees. The Commission shall have the ability to establish advisory committee(s) composed of statehood and voting rights stakeholders, or experts, which may include but is not limited to members of the community, other elected officials, and other organizations or their leadership. The advisory committees can be established to provide advice on a specific issue facing the Commission, or may provide advice more broadly. 
5.2 Committee Chair. The Commission shall identify the charge of the committee and appoint a committee chair, who shall be responsible for reporting the committee’s findings to the Commission.
5.3 Meetings. All meetings of advisory committees are subject to the same requirements as are set out in these By-Laws relating to meetings of the Commission. 
ARTICLE VI
6.0 INTERPRETATION OF BY-LAWS, POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
6.1 Interpretation. All words, terms and provisions of the By-Laws, Orders, and any policies and procedures shall be interpreted and defined by and in accordance with the Act, and all other applicable laws, as amended from time to time hereafter. 

ARTICLE VII

7.0 BUSINESS DAY

7.1 “Business day” means “Monday through Friday, except for federal or District holidays.”
ARTICLE VIII
8.0 AMENDING AND SUSPENDING BY-LAWS
8.1 Amendments. These By-Laws may be amended only by a majority vote of the Commission. 

8.2 Notice. All members shall be given notification of proposed amendments to the By-Laws at the meeting preceding the meeting at which the By-Laws are to be amended. 

EFFECTIVE DATE:

These By-Laws shall become effective immediately upon approval. 

On ___ day of ________, 2015, with a quorum of ___ of ___ present, a vote was taken to approve and enact the following By-Laws ( __ yays, ___ nays, ___ abstentions).
