BEGA Board Meeting: May 7, 2015
Update: Office of Open Government/Traci L. Hughes, Director 

Budget Hearing
The May 30th budget hearing before Committee on the Judiciary, chaired by CM McDuffie went well.  I requested for the Office of Open Government an additional $8,000 to support the IT Specialist position; funding for and attorney advisor FTE, base salary of $74,000; and $15,000 to support the maintenance of the Central Calendar for Boards and Commissions.  The testimonies of both the Office of Open Government and the Office of Government Ethics are posted on the respective websites.  There is also a link to the archived video of the budget hearing.
IT Specialist Position
I conducted interviews of both candidates two weeks ago.  Ms. Peterson and I are working with DCHR now to make an offer.  Provided all goes smoothly, my aim is to have the person start the end of May.  
Body-Worn Camera Roundtable
At 2 o’clock today, I am scheduled to testify before the Committee on the Judiciary.  The topic at the roundtable is the Metropolitan Police Department’s proposed exemption of body-worn camera video from FOIA.  I will testify in opposition to this amendment that MPD and the EOM have included in the Budget Support Act. 

Wharton Innovation Summit
 I had the pleasure of addressing a great group of people at the Wharton Innovation Summit on April 28th .  Much of the discussion revolved around federal data, so it was eye opening for many in the session to learn that there is an Office of Open Government, about the city’s recent accomplishments on open data. 
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